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advisers stayed until 1938 and thousands of China's officers were
sent to study in Germany including Chiang Kai-shek's youngest
son. China's police also sent their officers to study in Germany.
The admiration for the German Army among China's officers was
very great and all of them without exception believed that the
Soviet Union will collapse very quickly. The defeat of their
model was therefore a great shock to the Whampoa clique. Not
only Ho Ying-ching but a great many of the active officers hoped
for victorious Germany's help against Japan. The demand for
Ho Ying-ching's dismissal was among one of the slogans of the
Border Region Government.

THE KWANGSI CLIQUE

The Kwangsi clique is headed by Li Tsun-jen and Pai
Chung-si. These two generals were among the ablest commanders
of the National Revolutionary Army in 1925-27. They come of
middle peasant stock in a poor province. When Chiang Kai-shek
attacked the Communists they co-operated but in the breaking up
of the right-wing into cliques which followed they saw themselves
being pushed out and returned to their provinces and launched
a civil war in 1928 against Chiang. After this they kept up
autonomy for 10 years relying financially on the revenues from
opium in transit between Yunnan and Canton. For arms and
industrial equipment they relied partly on the British, partly on
the Japanese.

Politically they grouped themselves with right-wing leaders
of the Kuomintang who had seceded from Chiang's camp on ques-
tions of the distribution of power and made their headquarters
at Canton where an autonomous regime was also established.
During the Central Government's capitulation to the Japanese
from 1933 onwards they took an anti-Japanese stand and gained
support for their actions of national supremacy but this did not
hinder them from employing Japanese instructors in their army.
Among the rank and file of the Kwantung and Kwangsi troops
however, the anti-Japanese slogans were accepted at face value
and it was the 19th Route Army from Kwantung which put up
the magnificent resistance against Japan in 1932 but was sabo-
taged by Chiang Kai-shek when he saw the danger that he too
will become involved in a general war.

Because of the poverty of Kwangsi and the necessity of
building up a strong base in spite of it the Kwangsi Generals